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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

IN THE CLAJVIS : 

This Listing of Claims will replace all prior versions, and li5tings> of claims 
in the subject Patent Application; 
Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently amended) In an encoder for encoding a media file so that it 
is capable of being decoded for playback as a media stream^ a method for 
encoding data and time restriction information with said media file such that when 
said encoded media file is decoded for playback as said media stream^ said data is 
reproduced in said media stream only during a time period predetemiined by said 
time restriction information, comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving a media file; 

r 

(2) receiving at least one data file comprising at least one data 

segment; 

(3) receiving time restriction inforaiation for each said data segment 
fliat specifies said time period, such that said data segment can be reproduced as 
part of said decoded media stream only if said time period corresponds to the 
current time and/or date when said media stream is being played back; and 

(4) e mb e ddin g-as selectively modifying a part of said encoded media 
file to embed each said data segment and said corresponding time restriction 
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information. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said time restriction 
information comprises a start time tag that specifies when said time period is to 
begin, 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said time restriction 
information comprises a stop time tag that specifies when said time period is to 
end. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said time restriction 
information comprises a start time tag that specifies when said time period is to 
begin and a stop time tag that specifies when said time period is to end. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherem the embedding in step (4) is 
such that said data is reproduced at a specified point in said media stream. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, . wherein said data segment comprises 
a document file. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said data segment comprises 
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an Internet address. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said media file is an audio 
file and said data segment is a non-axidio data segment. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein said audio file is an MP3 file. 

10. (Currently amended) In an encoder for encodmg a media file so that it 
is capable of being decoded for playback as a media stream, a method for 
encoding a data segment and time restriction information for said segment with 
said media file such that when said encoded media file is decoded for playback as 
said media stream^ said data segment is reproduced at a specified point in said 
media stream only during a time period predetermined by said time restriction 
information, comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving a media file; 

(b) receiving a segment of data embedded in a selectively modified 
part of said media file; 

(c) receiving the specifics of said time period when said data 
segment can be reproduced as part of said decoded media stream only if said time 
period corresponds to the current time and/or date when said media stream is 
being played back, including one of the following: 
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i) a start time, 

ii) a stop time, 

iii) both a start and a stop time, 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 0> wherein said media file is an audio 
file and said data segment is a non-audio data segment 

12. (Currently amended) In a decoder for decoding an encoded media file 
for playback as a media stream, a method for decoding data and time restriction 
information from an encoded media file, con^)rismg the steps of: 

(1) receiving a block of said encoded media file; 

(2) decoding a data segment embedded within said block; 

(3) decoding said time restriction information embedded in a 
selectively modified part of wi^m said block for said data segment, wherein said 
time restriction information specifies a time period when said data segment is to 
be reproduced as part of said decoded media stream; 

(4) comparing said specified tune period to the current time of day 
and/or date when said media stream is being played back; and 

(5) responsive to said comparison, reproducing said data segment at 
a specified point in said decoded media stream for playback only during said 
specified time period. 

Page 5 of 14 

PAGE 6/15 * RCVD AT 3!2ffl2005 5:09:19 M (Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTWFXRF-1« ' DNIS:8729306 * CS!D:410 461 3067 ' DURATION (mm-ss):(l3-22 



MftR^28-2005 17:15 ROSENBERG KLEIN AND LEE 410 461 3067 P. 67 

MR1035-1492 

Serial Number: 09/884»5O4 

Response to Office Action dated 28 December 2004 



13- (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein said reproducing of said 
data segment includes subsequent processing for enabling the data to be displayed 
to a user. 

14. (Currently amended) In a decoder for decoding an encoded media file 
for playback as a media stream, a method for decoding an embedded data segment 
and time restriction infomiation from said encoded media file wherein said 
embedded data segment is to be reproduced at a specified point in said media 
stream only during a time period predetermined by said time restriction 
mfomiation, comprising the steps of: 

(a) reading a block of said encoded media file; 

(b) determining whether said embedded data segment exists within a 
selectively modified part of said block; 

(c) if said embedded data segment does not exist within said block, 
then proceeding to step (p); 

(d) determining whether a start time tag exists in said embedded 
segment that specifies when said time period is to begin; 

(e) if said start time tag does not exist, then proceedmg to step k); 

(f) determining the start time specified by said start time tag; 

(g) getting the current time of day and/or date when said media 
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Stream is being played back; 



(h) comparing said start time to the current time; 

(i) if the cxirrent time is before said start time then proceeding to step 



(i) determining whether a stop time tag exists in said embedded data 



segment that specifics when said time period is to end; 

(k) if said stop time tag does not exist, then proceeding to step (o); 
(1) determining the stop time specified in said stop time tag; 
(m) comparing said stop time tag to the current time; 



(n) if the current time is after said stop time then proceeding to step 



(p); 



(o) reproducing said embedded segment; and 
(p) Continuing to step (a). 



15. (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein said media file is an audio 
file and said embedded data segment is a non-audio data segment. 



16, (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein step (g) further includes the 
step of proceeding to step (o) if no current time is available. 



17. (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein step (g) further includes the 
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Step of proceeding to step (p) if no current time is available* 

18. (Original) The method of claim 16 wherein step (o) further includes the 
step of determining whether said embedded segment is reproduced based on input 
from a user 

19. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the reproducing of said 
embedded data segment in step (o) includes subsequent processing for enabling 
the data to be displayed to a user. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein said embedded data 
segment is an Internet address. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein said processing includes 
linking to an Intemet document determined by said Intemet address. 

22. (Currently amended) A system for encoding data and time restriction 
information with a media file and for the later decoding of said encoded media file 
such that when said encoded media file is decoded for playback as a media stream, 
said data is reproduced in said media stream only during a time period 
predetermined by said time restriction information, comprising: 
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an encoder operative to receive said media file, at least one data file 
comprising at least one data segment, and time restriction infomiation for each 
said data segment and operative to e mb e d as s_e_lectively modify a part of said 
media file to embed said data segment and said corresponding time restriction 
information; and 

a decoder operative to separate said encoded media file into said 
decoded media stream, said data segment and said time restriction information, 
operative to compare said specified time period to the current time of day and/or 
date when said media stream is being played back, and operative in response to 
said comparison to playback said data segment as part of said decoded media 
stream only during said time period specified by said corresponding time 

restriction information. 

23. (Currently amended) A method for encoding and thereafter decoding a 
media file such that a data segment embedded in said media file after encoding is 
reproduced during decoding at a specified point during a predetermined time 
period for playback as a media stream for a user, comprising the steps of: 

( 1 ) receiving a media file; 

(2) receiving at least one data file comprising at least one data 

segment; 

(3) receiving time restriction information for each said data segment 
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that specifies said time period when said data segment is to be reproduced as part 
of said decoded media stream; and 

(4) ombodding as selectively modifying a part of said encoded media 
file to embed each said data segment and said corresponding time restriction 
information such that said data segment is reproduced by a decoder during said 
specified time period; 

(5) receiving a block of said encoded media file; 

(6) decoding said data segment embedded within said block; 

(7) decoding said time restriction information embedded within said 
block for said data segment, wherein said time restriction information specifies a 
time period when said data segment is to be reproduced as part of said decoded 
media stream; 

(8) comparing said specified time period to the current time of day 
and/or date when said media stream is being played back; and 

(9) responsive to said comparison, reproducing said data segment at 
a specified point in said decoded media stream for playback only during said 
specified time period. 



Page 10 of 14 

PAGE 11/15 ' RCVD AT 3/2812005 5:09:19 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:410 461 3067 ' DURATION ifmpm 



